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RESEARCH STATEMENT 
New Horizons, New Homes formed the lynch-pin of the 'Radio, Refugees and Communication for Social Change' 
research project, drawing from the context of deliberative democracy. It extends existing conceptual insights in the 
field of alternative journalism especially Public Journalism (USA) and Emancipatory Development Journalism 
(developing nations). 
As practice-led research it asked: How might journalists provide citizens with the forms of information that would 
better enable them to frame, understand and respond to key social issues? What types of value systems are 
community members commonly using when trying to make sense of a situation and formulate responses? 
The project utilised innovative community consultation strategies not common in mainstream journalism: 
stakeholder interviews, focus groups and conversations with people on the street; considering how such strategies 
could be adapted to normal newsroom environments and routines. Originality was also demonstrated in the 
project’s use of research to guide the entire program concept, story ideas, selection of sources, questions and story-
telling strategies, rather than as just content (such as quoting expert findings). 
The project was funded by the Beyond Australia Committee (Myer Foundation 2004). The programs won the 2005 
UN Media Peace Award- Best Radio Category. Findings have been published in Australian Studies in Journalism, 
Yearning to Breathe Free: Seeking Asylum in Australia, NGO magazines – Australian Mosaic and Connections 
(Kettering Foundation, USA). Public presentations and conference papers were presented at: National Ethnic & 
Multicultural Broadcasters’ Council – Australian Indigenous Communication Association Conference 2007, the Tampa 
Anniversary Forum 2007, Walkley Media Forum 2007, Transformations: Culture and the Environment in Human 
Development Conference 2005. 
